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after two sleepless nights. I read a lot of " A Dreary Story "
of Tchekoff in the night. I had read it once or twice before.
It now seems to me quite fresh, full of new powers and beauties,
and one of the finest things I ever did read.
Mair told me about painted girls in the Registry department.
I had myself noticed some others, with studiously considered
gaits, in the corridors. Mair said that one of the Registry girls
met him in Tube Train. She smiled. He acknowledged. Then
taking out her meat card, she leaned over and showed it to
him, exclaiming: " What about that for a meat card ? " The
idea was that he should thus learn her name. Mair said that
he advised her to use her coupons with care and handed the
card back.
Yacht Club, London, Wednesday, May 1st.
I came to London yesterday, and interviewed Beaverbrook and
Roderick Jones * at Ministry of Information and arranged that
I should begin as head of British Propaganda in France next
week.
Yacht Club, London, Thursday, May 2nd.
I constructed nearly all the last act of play yesterday. Com-
mittee meeting (War Memorials) all afternoon. Then meetings
with Beaverbrook and C. F. G. Masterman. I dined at Colefax's.
F. E. Smith and wife. Lady Atcheson, Lady R. Churchill,
Cravath, J. Dunlop-Smith. The Laverys came in afterwards.
I much liked Lavery. Special coffee apparatus fell to the floor,
and spoilt Lady Lavery's new dress. Cravath said, apropos of
an Englishman named Broughton who had lived 25 years in
U.S.A. without losing his spots, that Cravath's youngest daughter
on seeing Broughton on board a British ship on voyage to
England, said to her father: " Poppa, I always used to think
that Mr. Broughton was affected, but now I see he's only an
Englishman." F. E. Smith told me again that he used to make
£25,000 a year at the Bar: that his house was a palace, and
that he was just giving it up to the Red Cross. Still both he
and she did really know my books. I promised to go to dinner
next Friday. Lavery told me that he had that day been
" visiting pictures " as member of the Committee appointed
1 Sir Roderick Jones, fthftfrTnan of Renter's and in 1918 appointed
Director of Propaganda.
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